
www.stmarysthame.org.uk 
Find out more about the church  
community on our web site.  Also includes our 
Sunday morning sermons!  Also visit our  
Facebook page  St Mary’s Church, Thame. 

St Mary’s Church Office 
01844 213491 

Thame Barns Centre, Church Road,  
Thame, Oxfordshire, OX9 3AJ 

office@stmarysthame.org.uk 
www.stmarysthame.org.uk     

If you are new to St Mary’s, we would like to be 
able to get in touch with you. Please fill in one 
of the blue ‘welcome’ cards from the welcome 
desk, and hand it to a sidesperson.   If you 
would like to join a home group to get to know 
some people, and for Bible study and prayer 
please do talk to Revd Alan Garratt, or Jackie 
in the church office. 

December: 
16: Fairtrade on sale after the 10am service 

16: No 4pm service 
16: 6.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols 
18: WI Carol Service 7.30pm 
20: 10am Communion with Carols and Mince Pies 

23: Christingle preparation 3pm-5pm 
24: Christingles 2pm, 3.30pm & 5pm 
24: Midnight Communion with choir 11pm 
25: 8am BCP Communion 
25: 10am Family Celebration followed by 
Communion at 10.45am 
30: Services at 8am, 10am & 6.30pm 
 

January: 
3: 10am Communion 
9 & 23: Sparklers 
24: 55+ Sign up sheet available 
27: Pre Wedding Workshop—help needed 
with making casseroles and cake. Full details 
will follow in January. 

New to the church? 

SHARING LIFE TRUST: 
 

Most needed items: 
Tins/cartons of custard, Jars of jam or 

honey, 1 litre cartons of whole and semi-
skimmed UHT milk. 

 

For full information about this charity please 
take a look on the Sharing Life Trust Thame 

website or call 0300 201 0212 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity  

Carols by Candlelight  
at St Mary Magdalen,   

Stoke Talmage.  

A traditional Christmas service 

on Sunday 23rd December at 6.30pm 

All warmly welcome. 
 

Also a variety of fresh Christmas wreaths on 

sale everyday in the church porch from 1st 

December in aid of the church restoration fund. 

Christmas in a Box.  
Thankyou for the very generous gifts that have been 
donated in addition to regular food store items.  
Every blessing from the Sharing Life Trust  team. 

Wishing you, your family and friends peace and 
joy this Christmas as we celebrate Christ’s 
birth.  
May you know God’s presence and blessing 
throughout the coming year. 
We hope to see you at one of our Christmas 
services. 

 

Every blessing. 

Alan, Graham, Mike, Sian & Jackie 

Jottings next week will cover  
Sunday 23 & Sunday 30 December.  

Jottings 
 Week commencing  
16 December 2018  

 St Mary’s Church, Thame 

 

St Mary’s Church, Thame 

 

Carol Service  

 Sunday 16 Dec 6.30pm 

Communion Service   

 Thursday 20 Dec 10am 

Christmas Eve 
Christingles  

2pm / 3.30pm / 5pm 

Midnight Communion 11pm  

Christmas Day 
BCP Communion 8am 

Family Celebration 10am 
(followed by Communion 10.45am) 

Why not come and join us this Christmas? 



If you are new to Thame or just visiting, please introduce yourself to the 
welcomers at the door who would be happy to tell you more about us.   

A hearing Loop is available in the church. 

TREASURER 
Alan would still love to hear from anyone 
who would be interested in taking over this 
important and necessary role from Steve 
Harding, so please if you feel you could  
contribute in this area of church life, please 
speak him or one of the churchwardens as 
soon as possible.  
Full training will be given and you do not 
need to be an accountant, but you will need 
computer skills as most of the accounting 
and reporting is produced by the Sage pack-
age which we use. 

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP? 
If you would like to learn how to operate the 
sound desk or the Power point for  the 10am 
service please speak to David Brown or Reg 
Moss asap. Full training will be given. 

Hate seeing old pens going to landfill?  
 

John Hampden Primary School are supporting  
the BIC and Terracycle Writing Instrument  
Recycling programme.  
 

They accept any pen, highlighter, marker pen, 
felt tip, fountain pens and ink cartridges,  
correction pens or mechanical pencils, as well as 
correction fluid (pots or tape). 
 

So please clear out your desk drawer, go through 
the kids pencil cases, have a collection at work, 
and bring all of your used and run out pens and 
place in the labelled box near the Sharing Life 
Food Bank box.  Thank you. 

Fairtrade items on sale after the 
10am service today, 16 December. 

THAME WI invite you their Carol 
Service in St Mary’s on Tuesday 18 
December at 7.30pm.  Following the 
service tea, coffee and mince pies 
will be served. 

The church office will close for 
the Christmas break on Friday 
21 December and will re-open 
on Wednesday 2 January.  
For pastoral issues please  
contact either Alan on 01844 
212225,  or Graham on 07851 
191842.  
For general enquiries please call 
Jackie on 01844 215111. 

Generous Giving 
Completed forms should be returned to St Mary’s 
treasurer, Steve Harding via the church office as soon 
as possible. Thank you.  If you haven’t picked a leaflet 
yet, spare copies are available on the welcome desk.  

Generous Giving tokens. If you have 

joined the Parish Giving Scheme and would 
like to place a token in the collection plate 
each week, please pick one up from the  
basket on the welcome desk.   
Thank you. 

Please do join the Thursday 10am congregation 
and clergy on 20 December, for a service of 
Holy Communion with Carols, followed by  
coffee and mince pies. 

Sunday 16 December 
Third Sunday of Advent 

8am  BCP Communion 
10am  Morning Worship 

 with Mission Slot—ARM Senegal 
Sunday Fun activities for children in the Barns Centre 

4pm  NO Evening Prayer today 
6.30pm  SIXthirty Nine Lessons 
 

Thursday 20 December 
10am  Communion with Carols  

Followed by mince pies and coffee 
 

Sunday 23 December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8am  BCP Communion 
10am  Holy Communion 

Sunday Fun activities for children in the Barns Centre 

6.30pm  SIXthirty Compline 
 

Please see front and back page the of Jottings,  
for details of the Christmas Eve  
and Christmas Day Services. 

 

Sunday 30 December 
First Sunday of Christmas 

8am  BCP Communion 
10am  Morning Worship for all  
  with Carols 
6.30pm  SIXthirty Communion 

If you have something you would like the 
church community to pray for, and don’t 
mind it being in Jottings, please let Jackie in 
the office know (contact details over the 
page), and we’ll include it!  Alternatively, 
please feel free to leave a prayer on the 
prayer tree in the side chapel.  
PASTORAL CARE… 
If you, or anyone you know would value a 
visit, call or communion at home, please 
contact the church office so this can be 
arranged. Thank you. 

Services 

Please pray for all who are suffering in mind, body or 

spirit; for those who are walking the valley of the  

shadow of death—that fear may be dispelled and  

replaced with the peace that passes all understand-

ing. And for all who continue to wait for test results,  

operations and treatment-that they may be blessed 

with patience and peace during this time of  

uncertainty.  Echoing this prayer for all who have 

received results, treatment and are recovering. 
 

For those whose lives have been turned upside down 

by violence, oppression, or a sudden change in  

circumstance.  
 

Remember too—those who walk the corridors of  

power and have authority and opportunities to make a  

difference, that they would be wise and fair in their 

decision making.   

Prayer meetings: Please join the staff team 
and others from across the congregations who 
meet for Morning Prayer each weekday  
morning (except Wednesdays) 9am-9.30am. 

PARKING 
Please note BOOKER TATE no longer have  
premises in Church Road and we cannot  
guarantee future use of their car park.   
Also, please be mindful that parking at the Barns 
Centre is strictly for people attending events there. 
Parking for all attending services and events at St 
Mary’s  is available on Priest End. If you have 
limited mobility, please park in Church Road or 
one of the two spaces to the rear or the barns that 
are for St Mary’s. 
Thank you for your help with this. 

Sad News… We can now confirm that 
Claire Millington’s funeral will take pace in St 
Mary’s at 11am on Tuesday 18 December. 
Please do attend if you are able. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with her family at this difficult 
time. 

Morning Prayer will take a break during the  
Christmas holidays. We will gather again in church 
at 9am on Thursday 3 January. 


