
www.stmarysthame.org.uk 
Find out more about the church  
community on our web site.  Also includes our 
Sunday morning sermons!  Also visit our  
Facebook page  St Mary’s Church, Thame. 

St Mary’s Church Office 
01844 213491 

Thame Barns Centre, Church Road,  
Thame, Oxfordshire, OX9 3AJ 

office@stmarysthame.org.uk 
www.stmarysthame.org.uk     

If you are new to St Mary’s, we would like to be 
able to get in touch with you. Please fill in one 
of the blue ‘welcome’ cards from the welcome 
desk, and hand it to a sidesperson.   If you 
would like to join a home group to get to know 
some people, and for Bible study and prayer 
please do talk to Revd Alan Garratt, or Jackie 
in the church office. 

December: 
9: Beer & Carols at The Cross Keys 
12: Sparklers Christmas Special (9am-11am) 

15: Thame Chamber Choir concert 7.30pm 
16: Fairtrade stall & Daughters Jewellery on 
sale after the 10am service 

16: No 4pm service 
16: 6.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols 
18: WI Carol Service 7.30pm 
20: 10am Communion with Carols and Mince Pies 

23: Christingle preparation 3pm-5pm 
24: Christingles 2pm, 3.30pm & 5pm 
24: Midnight Communion with choir 11pm 
25: 8am BCP Communion 
25: 10am Family Celebration followed by 
Communion at 10.45am 
 

New to the church? 

SHARING LIFE TRUST: 
 

Most needed items: 
Tins/cartons of custard, Jars of jam or 

honey, 1 litre cartons of whole and semi-
skimmed UHT milk. 

 

For full information about this charity please 
take a look on the Sharing Life Trust Thame 

website or call 0300 201 0212 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity  

Carols by Candlelight  
at St Mary Magdalen,   

Stoke Talmage.  

A traditional Christmas service 

on Sunday 23rd December at 6.30pm 

All warmly welcome. 
 

Also a variety of fresh Christmas wreaths on 

sale everyday in the church porch from 1st 

December in aid of the church restoration fund. 

Christmas in a Box. Gift items and 
food donations  can be left in the  
Sharing Life Food Bank box up to 
Wednesday 12 December. Thankyou. 

Generous Giving 
Completed forms should be returned to St Mary’s 
treasurer, Steve Harding via the church office as soon 
as possible. Thank you.  If you haven’t picked a leaflet 
yet, spare copies are available on the welcome desk.  

Generous Giving tokens.  
If you have joined the Parish Giving Scheme 

and would like to place a token in the collec-
tion plate each week, please pick one up from 
the basket on the welcome desk.  Thank you. 

A date for your diary… Sunday 27 
January. Pre Wedding Workshop. 
We will be asking for your help 
with preparing casseroles soon! 

Jottings 
 Week commencing  

9 December 2018  
 St Mary’s Church, Thame 

 

St Mary’s Church, Thame 

 

Please do take the coloured A5 flier inserted in today’s 
Jottings home with you and pass it on to a friend,  

neighbour or someone you know who would love to be  
invited to any of these services. 

Christmas Day 
BCP Communion 8am  



If you are new to Thame or just visiting, please introduce yourself to the 
welcomers at the door who would be happy to tell you more about us.   

A hearing Loop is available in the church. 

TREASURER 
After several years of being treasurer at St 
Mary’s, Steve Harding has decided he wishes 
to step down from this role. I am sure you 
will want me to thank him on your behalf for 
the wonderful job he has done. This means 
that we need to find a new treasurer who we 
would like to appoint as quickly as possible 
to work alongside Steve to learn the role. 
 

Full training will be given and you do not 
need to be an accountant, but you will need 
computer skills as most of the accounting 
and reporting is produced by the Sage pack-
age which we use. 
 

This is an important and necessary role, so 
please if you feel you could contribute in this 
area of church life, please speak to me or 
one of the churchwardens as soon as  
possible. Thank you. Alan. 

JEWELLERY.  The jewellery which is hand-

made by our mission partner Daughters of 

Cambodia will be on sale again next week. 

There are lovely earrings, necklaces etc. and 

would make ideal Christmas presents, whilst 

raising much needed funds for Daughters. 

Christmas services.   
We still need help with preparing the 
Christingle oranges and with stewarding at 
the three Christingle services. Many 
thanks to all who have already offered to 
help at any of the Christmas Services.  

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP? 
If you would like to learn how to operate the 
sound desk or the Power point for  the 10am 
service please speak to David Brown or Reg 
Moss asap. Full training will be given. 

Hate seeing old pens going to landfill?  
 

John Hampden Primary School are supporting  
the BIC and Terracycle Writing Instrument  
Recycling programme.  
 

They accept any pen, highlighter, marker pen, 
felt tip, fountain pens and ink cartridges,  
correction pens or mechanical pencils, as well as 
correction fluid (pots or tape). 
 

So please clear out your desk drawer, go through 
the kids pencil cases, have a collection at work, 
and bring all of your used and run out pens and 
place in the labelled box near the Sharing Life 
Food Bank box.  Thank you. 

Fairtrade items on sale after 
the 10am service next Sunday. 

Sunday 9 December 
Second Sunday of Advent 

8am  BCP Communion 
10am  Holy Communion with choir 

Sunday Fun activities for children in the Barns Centre 

6.30pm  SIXthirty 
 

Sunday 16 December 
Third Sunday of Advent 

8am  BCP Communion 
10am  Morning Worship 

 with Mission Slot—ARM Senegal 
Sunday Fun activities for children in the Barns Centre 

4pm  NO Evening Prayer today 
6.30pm  SIXthirty Nine Lessons 

Thursday 20 December 
10am  Communion with Carols  

Followed by mince pies and coffee 
 

Sunday 23 December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8am  BCP Communion 
10am  Holy Communion 

Sunday Fun activities for children in the Barns Centre 

6.30pm  SIXthirty Compline 
 

Please see front and back page the of Jottings, 
our Facebook page and the porch notice 

boards for details of all the Christmas Services. 

If you have something you would like the 
church community to pray for, and don’t 
mind it being in Jottings, please let Jackie in 
the office know (contact details over the 
page), and we’ll include it!  Alternatively, 
please feel free to leave a prayer on the 
prayer tree in the side chapel.  
PASTORAL CARE… 
If you, or anyone you know would value a 
visit, call or communion at home, please 
contact the church office so this can be 
arranged. Thank you. 

Services 

Words to help meditation and private prayer through 
this second week of Advent: 

O Spirit of God, 
Set at rest the crowded, hurrying conscious thoughts 
within our minds and hearts. 
Let the peace and quiet of your presence take  
possession of us. 
Help us to relax, to rest, to be come open and  
receptive to you. 
You know our inmost spirits, the hidden unconscious 
life within us,  
the forgotten memories of hurst and fears,  
the frustrated desires, 
the unresolved tensions and dilemmas. 
Cleanse and sweeten the springs of our being  
that freedom, life and love may flow  
into both our conscious and hidden life. 
Lord, we lie open before you, waiting for your healing, 
your peace and your word. 

 

©George Appleton taken from The Lion Prayer Collection complied by Mary Batchelor. 

Prayer meetings: Please join the staff team 
and others from across the congregations who 
meet for Morning Prayer each weekday  
morning (except Wednesdays) 9am-9.30am. 

THAME WI invite you their Carol Service in St 
Mary’s on Tuesday 18 December at 7.30pm.  
Following the service tea, coffee and mince 
pies will be served. 

MORNING PRAYER on Monday 10 & 
Tuesday 11 December will be held in the 
Barns Centre, 9am-9.30am.  

Sad News… After a long illness, Claire 
Millington passed away last Sunday 2  
December. May she rest in peace and rise in 
glory. Our thoughts and prayers are with her 
family at this difficult time. 

Operation Christmas Child 
8,128 boxes have been sent to the Middle East 
this week. About 8,000 more boxes are due to 
go to Liberia soon. More boxes are coming in, 
and will be processed during the next week,  
destination unknown at present. 
Many thanks to all who helped, and to all who 
donated boxes or fillers. 


